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REMARKS, &c. 


My Lo d, 


F I were not ſincerely perſuaded that iu what 
you have delivered concerning the Nature 
and End of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, you have carried Matters farther 
than can be juſtified, even on your own 
Principles, and have given Encouragement to 
the careleſs Part of Mankind, which are a great 
Body, to come to the Lord's Table in that ne- 
gligent, unprepar'd Way, which of themſelves 
they are but too apt to give into, I ſhould be 
very averſe to excepting to any thing that comes 
from your Lordſhip. | | 
No one approves leſs than I do, of Diſputes 
among the Teachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and very few have, I believe, a higher Opi- 
nion of your Lordſhip's Talents for cloſe and 
ſtrong Reaſoning than I have; I am alſo and 
have alway been very much of your Lordſhip's 
Opinion, that moſt, even of our Proteſtant Di- 
vines, have put the Preparation for the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper in Lights, ſo ſevere, fo 
unſuitable to the true Nature of it, as muſt un- 
A 2 reaſonably 


* 
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bi deter even well- -diſpoſed Chriſtians | 


grom pra ting of it at proper times, and great- 
"1 'ly perplex and confound them in their Reaſon- 


ings concerning it. But while I think it very _ 
f evident, that what you have wrote has a dange- . 


rous Tendency in a Matter of great Impor- 
tance, it is aaly my Duty, as a Miniſter of 
{the Goſpel, in the Spirit of Chriſtian Meek- 
nels, humbly to ſuggeſt what I take to be wrong, 
A main Point debated in your Book 1s this, 
(vz.) what is, from the Words of ſacred Scrip- 
thre,” to be accounted eſſentially requiſite to 
the due 8 of the Sacrament of the Lord 8 
Supper? 
ow, my Lord, you have (Pag. 96.) declar ed 
the Eſſence of the Duty to be comprehended with- 


in the Bounds of our partaking of the Bread and | 


Mine, and to conſifi in our doing it as Chriſtians, 
in Remembrance of Chriſt and his Love, which 
cannot be done without Faith in him, and Thank- 
fulneſs to God. 

Here, my Lord, you make Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and Fhankfulneſs to God to be the Eſ- 
ſentials requiſite to the due Remembrance -of 
Chriſt in that bleſſed Sacrament, that is, to the 
due partaking of the Lord's Supper. 

But tho” here you profeſs to give a full Ac- 
count of the Bounds within which the Efſence of 
the Duty is comprehended, yet your Lord- 
ſhip thinks fit (Pag. 98.3 a great deal to 


enlarge thoſe Bounds which juſt before 


you circumſcribed ; For you ſay there, That 
without a due Senſe of our paſt Sins, and a Re- 
{olution of behaving our ſelves as Chriſt s Diſciples 
Wwe cannot remember him at his Table, as our Lor 
and” Maſler, that is, we cannot duly 28 of 


this bleſſed Sacr ament. i 
Here, 


(FJ 
Here, your Lordſhip makes a due Senſe of our 
paſt Sins, and alſo a Reſolution of behaving our 
ſelves as Chriſt's Diſciples, to be a third and fourth 
Eential requiſite to our duly remembring Chriſt in 
that Sacrament, as our Lord and Maſter. PE 
In this I believe every good Chriſtian will 
agree with your Lordſhip 3 but then, haying 
laid this down, I cannot ſee, how, what you 


ſay, (Pag. 93.) can be juſtifigd on your own _ 


Principles; for you there tell us, (in your 17th 
Prop.) that to confeſs and heartily to condemn all 
our Deviations from God's Laws and Precepts, and 
_ to acknowledge our Obligations to live as his Diſci- 
ples, is an Employment very PROPER angd very 
AGREEABLE 70 this Inſtitution, yet that it is 
NOT ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY #0 the Perfor- 
mance of the Duty. 

Now, my Lord, having only brought toge- 
ther theſe different Paſſages in your Lordſhip's 
Book, and compared them, I humbly conceive, 
that in them, a due Senſe of our paſt Sins, and a 
Reſolution of behaving aur ſelves better, as the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, are expreſly affirmed to be % 
ſentially requiſite, and not efſentially requiſite to the 
due remembring of our Lord in that Sacrament, 
that is, to the due partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
cr. 
: If they are fairly to be reconciled, I humbly 
beg Pardon, and ſhall rejoice to be ſet right; 
but, with the greateſt Sincerity, I profeſs that 
they appear to me, as contradictory Propoſitions, 
irreconcileable. | . 
As this, my Lord, appears to be a main Point 
to be ſettled by your Book, if you had through- 
out eſtabliſhed it upon the footing you put i 

on (Pag. 98.) I believe Lovers of Peace an 
good Manners wou'd not much except to what 
yau have written on that Head; but when your 
pro- 
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1 
feſſed Defignis to make the Minds, even of the 
Scrupulous, more eaſy than ever with regard 
to this important Point; and when, in order to 
this, you tell them in one Page, that ſuch and 
ſuch. things are eſſentially requiſite, and in an- 
other, that they are not eſfentially requiſite; 


this, my Lord, is, I humbly conceive, to un- 


ſettle them more than ever, and to leave them in 
as great Uncertainty, as you can leave them in, 
Another Point which your Lordſhip debates 


is this, (viz.) Mhether from the Words of ſacred 


Scripture, our partaking of the- Lord's Supper is 
the Renewal of the new Covenant between God 
and us, thro' Chriſt Feſus? Le 

Your Lordſhip (Pag. 146.) thinks it is not; 
but when I conſider the plain obvious Senſe 
of thoſe Words that (I think) muſt neceſ- 


farily ſtrike every Chriſtian of plain honeſt 
Underſtanding, carefully attending to the 
Meaning of them, I am forced to be of the 


contrary Opinion; for when ſuch an one hears 
our Lord ſaying, this Cup is the new Covenant in 
my Blood, what more naturally or neceſſarily 


occurs to him, than hat as often as be drinks of 


that Cup, ſo often he takes the new Covenant in 
Chriſt's Blood? „ | 

And when I conſider that this bleſſed Ordi- 
nance is the great Concern of Chriſtians of the 
meaneſt Talents, I muſt ever be of the Opinion, 
that our Lord, in his Goodneſs, deſigned that the 
Meaning of the Words of the Inſtitution ſhould 


be plain; and conſequently that the Senſe which 


moſt obviouſly occurs, provided it be attended 
with no Abſurdity or Inconvenience, muſt be 

the true one. . 
But a good deal in this Affair may turn upon 
what we mean by the Words Renewal of the 
| So new 
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(7) 


neo Covenant; your Lordſhi ſeems to ap 


re 
hend, that it muſt neceſſarily imply an 4 EY 


lute, unconditional Remittal ofall paſt Breaches 
of this Covenant, and this your Lordſhip can't 
admit ot; but where is the Neceſſity of ſuppo- 
=_ this abſolute, unconditional Pardon in the 


Caſe? Is any thing more evident in the Chriſti- 


an Diſpenfation, than that without Repentance, 
that 15, Reformation, there can be no final Remiſ- 
fion of Sins; and what more conſiſtent or rea- 
ſonable in Temporals, than that rebellious Sub- 
jects may often be admitted, by a merciful and 
gracious Prince, to Favour, and even to take 
out their Pardon in the legal Way; and yet, 

if, after ſufficient Trial, they be found obſti- 
nately rebellious, their frequent Pardons will a- 
vail them nothing, they'll be condemned as 
Traitors, and forfeit all Right to all Advantages 
whatſoever. 5 | | 

Thus, it was our gracious Lord's Intention, 
that we ſhould be frequently admitted to the 


0 


Renewal of the new Covenant in his Bloodz 


and our Pardon of our Tranſgreſſions of it are 
as ſurely ſcaled to us, upon Suppoſition of Re- 
formation, by the taking of the new Covenant 
in Chrift's Blood, as certainly as the new Co- 
venant was firſt ſcaled by his Blood; for that 
Covenant expreſly enſures ſuch Pardon to us, 
upon our taking of it, and the Veracity of God 
is engaged to us for jt. But after all, if we 
be found to live in any one known ſinful Courſe 
of Life, our frequent Pardons' and Renewals of 


Allegiance can be of no manner of Service to 


us; WE hall be conſider d by God as in the un- 
repenting, unreformed State, and be condemn'd 
wack - „ nn 5 

Thus, as from the plaineſt and moſt obyious 


Meaning of the Words of the Inſtitution, TAIs 
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Cvy 1s THE NEw COVENANT IN MY Br.oopy 
the repeated taking of the Cup is the repeated taking of 


the new Covenant, ſo thoſe Inconveniencies, which 


your Lordſhip ſeems to apprehend, don't appear 
in the leaſt Degree to follow, from ſuch plain 
Meaning of the Words; and where no Abſur- 


dities no Inconveniencies follow, ſurely” the 


plaineſt and moſt obvious Meaning muſt be 
preter'd to all others. 1 1 
Another Enquiry your Lordſhip enters into 
is, Whether in ſacred Scripture the Aſiſtance of 
God's Spirit is, any where, expreſly promiſed to go 
along with the due Performance of this Duty? 
And this (Pag. 139.) you plainly deny. 


This ſeems the more to be wonder'd at, be- 


cauſe (Pag. 143.) you acknowledge, that God 
has annexed the Aſſiſtances of his holy Spirit, 
to the due Performance of the Duty of Prayer 
and to allow it to one and deny it to the other, 
ſeems a very extraordinary Proceeding. And 
then, ſo apprehenſive you ſeem of allowing any 


thing that may have the leaſt Tendency to make 


any Connexion between this Sacrament and the 


Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, you immediately go 


ſo far as to affirm, that even Prayer is no Way 
eſſential to this holy Rite, that the Communi- 
on would be Communion without any Prayer. 
(Pag. 143.) $77 

This ſeems an Aſſertion of a very ſtrange Na- 
ture, when *tis evident from the expreſs Words 
of the Inſtitution of this bleſſed Rite that Prayer 
is made eſſential to it, and inſeparable from it: 
For, is it not expreſly ſaid, that our bleſſed 
Lord gave Thanks, and doth not St. Paul ex- 
preſly call it (1 Cor. 10. 16.) the Cup of Bleſſing 


@obich we bleſs, that is, which we the Apoſtles and 


Miniſters of Chriſt bleſs? Is not b/efing and 


giving of Thanks of the Nature of —_ 
an 


— 


23 
and is not then Prayer, from the very Words 
of the Inſtitution, and the Words of St. 
Paul, inſeparable from this 'Sacrament, inſo- 
much that Communion would not be Com- 
munion without it? But I inſiſt not on this as 
a Proof of any thing, but that your. Lordſhip 
has without Ground, and contrary to the ex- 
preſs Words of the Scripture, made Prayer not 
neceſſary to this holy Rite. | 4 

Bur to prove that there is any Connexion be- 
tween the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit and the 
due Performance of this Duty, your. Lordſhip 
demands that ſome Paſſage of ſacred Scripture 
ſhould be produced, wherein it is promiſed. _ 

In Anſwer to this Demand, (with ſome of 
the earlieſt Chriftian Writers, and many of the 
Moderns) I produce that noted Bn which 
we find in the 6th Chapter of the Goſpel ac- 
cording to St. John; and while thoſeare allow'd 
to be the Words of our Lord, ſo underſtood, 
as I find they were, with great Reaſon, interpre- 
ted by the firſt Chriſtians, I can never be of 
any other Opinion but that they contain ſuch 
a Promiſe in them, and Es”. (if po ſſible) 
of greater Benefit annexed to the due partaking 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, than the As- 
fi ſtance of God's Spirit. 


. 


The Words run thus, 


Feſus ſaid unto them, verily, verily, I ſay un- 
70 you, unleſs ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man 
and drink his Blood ye have no Life in jou; whos 

ſo eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood hath 
eternal Life, and I will raiſe him up at the last 
Day; for my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood 
3s Drink indeed; he that eateth my Fleſh and drink. 

eth my Blood dwelleth in me and 1 in him. 
B Your 


1 a rr —— 
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(10). 


Your Lordſhip doth not think fit ſo much 


as to tranſcribe this Paſſage for the Conſidera- 
tion of the Reader, but (Pag. 89.) you lay it 
aſide as no Way regarding the Lord's Supper, 
for theſe Reaſons principally, Firſt, becauſe (as 


you By) there is no Appearance that this Paſ- 


lage was, in the very firſt Days of the Church, 


underſtood to concern this Rite, and, Secondly, 


| becauſe theſe words (you think) could not re- 


late to a Duty which was not then inſtituted, 
nor fo much as hinted at to his Diſciples. 


And was not then our Lord at Liberty to 


hint at a Rite which he deſign'd to inftitute ? 
This your Lordſhip muſt maintain when you 
affirm that theſe Words can't point at the Lord's 
Supper before it was inſtituted. | 


ut the very reverſe of this appears to be the 


Truth; and 'tis ſo far from being abſurd to 
ſuppole that our Lord's Words ſhould regard a 


Rite not inſtituted, that it is manifeſtly abſurd 


to ſuppoſe that our Lord wou'd go about all at 
once to ordain a Rite of meer poſitive, arbi- 
trary Inſtitution, without any 2 Notice 
or Inſtruction given to his Diſciples. 

And accordingly, I am humbly of Opinion, 


that (as I ſhall ſhew thefe Words to be 


underſtood by the firſt Chriſtian Writers, to 


regard the Lord's Supper,) the impartial 


Reader will look upon them to be an In- 
ſtance given by the Evangeliſt St. John of our 
Lord's previouſly hinting that Rite to his Diſ- 
ciples ; eſpecially when we obſerve that our 
Lord ſpeaks in the future Tenſe of fomething 
he intended and would do; viz. (ver. fl.) The 


Bread THAT IWILL GIVE is my Fleſh. 


They who maintain, that this Paſſage of the 


Goſpel according to St. John doth not regard the 


Euchariſt, 


Euchariſt, inſiſt, that he intended nothing by it 
but the Doctrine which he taught; now our 


Lord is allow'd to have ſaid this in the third Year 


of his Miniſtry ; it is obvious therefore to obſerve, 
that if by thoſe words, (viz.) The Bread that I 
Twill give, he had meant his Doctrine, he wou'd 
certainly have ſaid, the Bread that I have given, 
or the Bread that Ido give; But when he ſaith, 
The Bread that I wiLL GIVꝝ is myFleſb which I will 
ive for the Life of the Norld; what can he mean 
bur to point at the ſacred Inſtitution which he in- 
tended, of making Bread to repreſent his Meng 
which he was to give for the Life of the World? 
that is, to give them a Claim to eternal Life which 


they had forfeited by their Degeneracy z and this, 


I truſt, with honeſt Minds, will have no ſmall 
Wear. ;:::..:; 
But your Lordſhip faith, (p. 89.) that there 


is no Appearance that this Paſſage was in the 


very firſt Days of the Church underſtood to 
concern this Rite. | | | 


The contrary of this, without many tedious 


Quotations, I hope to make plainly appear to 
be the Truth. 55 

The firſt Teſtimony I ſhall produce, to prove 
that the firſt Chriſtian Writers underſtood theſe 
Words of St. John to regard the Lord's Sup- 


per, ſhall be from Ignatius, Biſhop of Antioch: 


e certainly was Contemporary to St. John, 


whoſe Words are the Subject of our preſent 
Enquiry ; that is, he flouriſh'd beforeSt. John dy'd, 


and convers'd with Polycarp, St. John's Diſci- 


ple, (Biſhop of Smirna,) for one of his Epi- 


ſtles is wrote to him, and there appears to have 
been a Friendſhip between them. _ 
The Paſſage I produce to our Point is in the 
zoth Chapter of his l to the Epheſians, 
* in 
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range. In Engliſh thus, (viz.) That you ma 


s obey the Biſhop and the Presbytery with a 
© Mind never to be divided from them, break - 


ing the ſame BREAD, which is, The MEDI 


F CINE of IMMoRTALITY, THE ANTIDOTE 
F againſf DEATH, that will make us always live 

in God through Feſus Chriſt.” Your Lordſhip 
can have no Doubt, that by the breaking the [ame 
Bread, Ignatius here meant the Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt , I then beg to know, 
from any unprejudiced Reader, whether this 
apoſtolical Biſhop of Antioch doth not mani- 
feſtly ground what he here faith of the Lord's 
Supper on theſe Words of St. John? Doth he 


call the Euchariſt the MEpiciye of Iyumcr- 
TALITY, and AN ANTIDoTE againſt DEATH? 


Doth he not evidently attribute this to the 
Lord's Supper from this Paſſage of St. John, 


Where (ver. 54.) our Lord faith, Yhoſo eateth 


my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal Life, 
and I will raife bim up at the laſt Day? Doth 
he ſay that 11 WILL MAKE US LIVE FOR EVER IN 
Gor THROUGH CHrisT JEsus? Doth he not 
manifeſtly affirm this of the Lord's Supper from 
this of St. John his Contemporary, where (ver. 

F6.) our Lord faith, He that eateth my Fleſh, 
a arinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me and I in 
him ? 

The next Teſtimony I ſhall 8 ſhall bo 
from St. Ireneus, Diſciple to St. Polycarp, as 
St. Polycarp was Diſciple to St. John, B. 4. 
Ch. 34. we read theſe Words, «; yep drs v8. erz 
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For as the Bread which is from the Earth, af. 
fected by the Calling upon God, is no longer 
common Bread, but the Euchariſt, conſiſtin 
of two Things, an earthly and a heavenly, 19 
OUR BODIES PARTAKING OF THE EUcHA- 
RIS T ARE NO LONGER CORRUPTIBLE, HAr 
VING THE HopE Or THE RESURRECTION ro 

ETERNITY. 

Doth not this Martyr Biſhop here affirm 
that even the Bodics of thoſe who duly partake 
of the Lord's Supper are not corruptible, but 
have the Hope of riſing to eternal Life? And 
doth it not evidently ſtand upon this Paſſage of 
St. John, as upon its proper Foundation, where 
our Lord faith (ver. 74.) /hoſo eateth my Fleſh, 
and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal Life, and 1 
will raiſe him up at the laft Day? 

I ſhall produce but another Paſſug from the 
fame Irenæus to the ſame Purpoſe; B 8. 7. Ch. 2. 
we have theſe Words, Ka) Gomep Tp6rov To UN dr 
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thus, (viz.) © And as a cutring of the Vine 
planted in the Earth brings forth Fruit in its 
Seaſon, and as a Grain of Wheat falling into 
the Earth and diſſolv'd, riſes multiplied of 
the Spirit of 1 5 (which comprehends 
Things) which b y "the wiſe Appointment ob | 
God, becoming uſeful to Men, and affected by 
the W ord of God are made the Euchariſt, 
which is the Body and Blood of Chriſt, fo 
our Bodies nouriſhed by it, and laid in the Earth 
and een in it, * riſe in their Seaſon, the 
* Word 


6 


bleſſed Sacrament. 
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Mord of God giving them Life, to the Glory 0; 
DO the Barker. a wed: * 

Here, my Lord, (as in the former Paſſages) 
it is affirmed of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, that it produces in us the Principles 
of Immortality, and they all are manifeſtly the 
Application of this Paſſage of St. John to that 

Theſe few Teſtimonies therefore from two 
of the firſt Chriſtian Writers, and they very 
likely to know the true Meaning of St. John's 
Words, (the one from St, John himſelf, and 
the other from St. Pojycarp, St. John's Diſ- 


ciple) they plainly ſhew, that this Paſſage of 


St, John was in the very firſt Days of the 
Church underſtood to regard the Sacrament of 


the Lord's Supper, 
I think we may now preſume to underſtand 


them in the ſame Manner, and from them, fo 


underſtood, every Chriſtian of plain honeſt 
Senſe may eaſily collect; Firſt, that the Af- 
ſiſtance of God's Spirit is Id them annexed by 
the Promiſe of our Lord to the due partaking 


of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. This 


is grounded on (ver. 76.) He that eateth my Body 
and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth in me and J in 
kim. And hereby, faith the ſame St. John, (ex- 


plaining theſe his Words in another Place) 


(1 Ep. 4. 13.) Hereby know we that we dwell 
in him and he in as, by his Spirit which he hath 


given us. Here the Evangeliſt plainly tells us, 


that by thoſe his Words, (viz.) our dwelling in 
Chrift and Chriſt in us, we are to underſtand 


 Gop's SPIRIT UNITED TO OUR SOULS; OF 


which is the ſame thing, as we are told by the 
great Apoſtle, (Rom. 8. 9.) The Spirit of Chriſt 
(united to our Souls) which if any Man want he 
is none of his. For know ye not, ſaith the ſame 

5 Apoſtle, 


: \ 
E293 
Apoſtle, (1 Cor. 3. 16.) that he are the Temple 

of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
| you. And, (2 Cor. 13. F.) Know ye not that 
Feſus Chriſt is in you, unleſs ye be Reprobates. 
But I ſuggeſted, that ſomething more (if poſ- 
ſible) is promis'd to us by our Lord in this Paſ- 
ſage of St. John's Goſpel; and is it not plainly 
affirm'd in it by our Lord, and by thoſe firit 
_ Chriſtian Writers which we cited, interpret- 
ing his Words, that the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper produces in us the Principles of 
Immortality? Is not this plainly and fairly in- 
ferr'd from theſe Words, (ver. 54.) He that 
eateth my Body and drinketh my Blood, hath eter- 
nal Life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 
Is it notplainly affirm'd, that the Euchariſt duly 
receiv'd is the MEDICI NE or IMMorRTALITY, , 
THE ANTIDOTE AGAINST ETERNAL DEATH, 
THAT WILL MAKE US LIVE ALWAY IN GoD 
THRO' JESUS CHRIST. For as the great Apoſtle 
{peaks to the Romans, (c. 8. 11.) If the Spirit 
of him that raiſed up Feſus from the Dead dwell 
in you, he, that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, 
ſball alſo quicken your mortal Bodies, by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you. | . 
Other Teſtimonies, beſide thoſe we have 
cited, might be produc'd from the leſs early 
Chriſtian Writers, and from many Writers of 
our own and other reform'd Churches : But as 
your Lordſhip thought fit to mention only the 
earlieſt Days of the Church, I choſe to confine 
myſelf to thoſe two (St. Ignatius and Irenens) 
who were in the moft likely Way of coming 
to the Knowledge of St. John's Meaning, the 
one from St. John himſelf, and both by St. Po- 
lycarp (St. Fohu's Diſciple) with whom they 
lived and converſed. n 25% 
And indeed as the Subject in Debate is of 
moſt important and univerſal Concern to every 
| Chriſtian 


Chriſtian of the meaneſt Talents, all Enquiries 
concerning it ſhould be plain and ſhort as may 
be conſiſtent with Clearneſs. 

Before I take leave of this Subject, I ſhall 
beg leave humbly to ſuggeſt, that in order to 
the main End you profeſs to purſue, (viz.) the 
removing of Scruples and groundleſs Fears, I | 
conceive there was not the leaſt Neceſſity f 
to have reduced ſo low the Preparation for 
partaking of the Lord's Supper, as you do 
when you fay, (p. 94, 95.) that to confeſs and 
heartily condemn all our Deviations from God's 
Laws and Precepts, and to acknowledge our 
Obligations to live as his Diſciples, is an Em- 
ployment very proper and very agreeable to this 
Inſtitution, yet that it is not ABSOL.UTELY NE- 

CSSR to the Performance of the Duty. 
Ihn another place, (p. 64, 65.) you exprefly 
| ſay, that Examination of a Man's whole Life by the 
| knownLaws of God 1s XoT A-DUTY NECESSARILY 
|  PREvIOus To THE L,0RD'S SUPPER ; nor /poken 
i of by St. Paul in this Degree as neceſſary to our duly 
%% OR 
Ui | Here, my Lord, you plainly affirm and main- 
[i tain this remarkable, and I think till now un- 
| heard-of Doctrine, (viz.) that it is not a Duty 
il neceſſarily previous to the partaking of the 
0 Lord's Supper, that we examine our State as to 
| our Tranſgreſſions of God's Lats; although 
N (p. 98.) you expreſly declare, that without a 
due Senſe of our paſt Sins and a Reſolution of 
| behaving ourſelves as Chriſt's Diſciples, we 
|! cannot duly partake of this bleſſed Sacrament. 
ll Nay you go ſo far (p. 78.) as to maintain, that 
any Chriſtian, even a WIL FUL HABITUAL SIN- 
NER may without any Examination of his Life, 
eat and drink at the Lord's Supper worthily, 
provided he examine himſelf as to one 2 
| ar, 


Pe. 
Bore 


lar, (v:2.) whether he cats and drinks with 4 
ſincere and ſerious Remembrance of Chriſt as 


his Lord and Maſter. 


I can't help ſaying, my Lord, that there is 
fomething ſhocking in this, oppoſite: I think 
to all that the Chriſtian Church has ever 
taught, and, what is more, oppoſite to the 
lain Meaning of St. Paul's Words, as explain'd 

y himſelf z which is all that at preſent I ſhalt 

infift on. Gigs 266 | «i: nal 
The Word in the Original (anwaetsl.) Which 

is rendered, Let a man examine, every body 
knows ſignifies ſomething more than a fight 
examining. It ſignifies to prove or euplore, and to 
ove What is foexplor'd, as your Lordſhip faith 

(p. F9.) What thenis the Communicant to ex, 
plore, and approve being explor'd? He is to ex- 
plore himſelf, that is, his Soul: And will this im- 


portant exploring of the Soul, even in a WILFOUL, 
HABITVUALSINNER, be ſufficiently an{wer'dinSt.. 


Paul's Senſe, (as your Eordſhip ſaith it will) 


| (p. 78.) If he only examine himſelf whether he 


eats and drinks with a ſincere and ſerious Re- 
membrance of Chriſt as his Lord and Maſter; 
tho* he doth not examine his Life by God's. 
Law? This, I believe, no one ever maintain'd- 
but your Lordſhip, and without coptradifing 
St. Paul no Man can mai it; for let St. 
Paul be his own Interpreter, and explain his own 
Words, which, in my humble Opinion, he does 
immediately in the ziſt Verſe, the third 
from this which is the Subject of our En- 
quiry: There the great Apoſtle faith, Fox 
IF WE WOU'D JUDGE OURSELVES WE SHOU'D 

NOT BE JUDGED'z Et yapiaurods dier pH willy twombuee * 
ez what can be more plain than that this judg- 
ing (which the Apoſtle here makes neceſſary to 


our, avoiding the Puniſhments of God in this 


C Cale) 


= PTT —— 
a. — — hes ak. — < 22484 — LE ae xn £ 
2 — — — 4 — — Q 
A 


(18) 

| Caſe) is the very ſame with the examining which 
he commanded the Moment before. And doth 
this judging, (which in the plain obvious Senſe 
of the Word implies, Accuſing and Condemn- 
ing) even in a wilful habitual Sinner, regard 
nothing elſe but the examining whether he eats 
and drinks with a ſincere and ſerious Remem- 
brance of Chriſt as his Lord and Maſter (p. 78.) 
The condemning his paſt Sins being, as your 
Lordſhip faith, not abſolutely neceſſary, even 
to his due partaking of this holy Inſtitution. 
P. 9439-95) © 3 W 
That the Apoſtle (by judging our ſelves) 
here means accuſing and condemning our ſelves, 
is manifeſt; for he is ſhewing us what we are 
to do in order to avoid being condemu'd 
by God; and what are we to do? We 
are to judge ourſelves that is, we are to ac- 
cuſe and condemn ourſelves that we may not be 
accuſed or condemned by our God. ; 
And this is ſo clear, that the learned Grotins, 
upon this Place, maintains, that the Words 
imply not only accuſing and condemning our 
ſelves, but alſo the inflicting of voluntary Pu- 
niſy ments on ourſeives, in order to avoid Pu- 
niſhment trom the Hand of God. Thus the 
great Apoſtle St. Paul requires the very beſt 
among us (for none are excepted) to judge and 
condemn ourſelves upon this Examination of 
our Souls before we partake of the Lord's Sup- 
er, whilſt your Lordſhip allows even the vi- 
ful and habitual Sinner to come to the Lord's 
Table without any ydging or condemning him- 
felf for his paſt Sins, provided he ſincerely and 
ſeriouſly eat and drink in remembrance of Chriſt 
as his Lord and Matter; (p. 78.) for you affirm 
(p. 944 Hy) that to condemn all our Deviati- 
| | ons 


. 19 ) 
ons from God's 1 is not abſolutely. neceſſary 
to the Performance of the Duty. l 
And now, my Lord, as I hinted before, where 
was the N A of going theſe great lengths? 
I humbly conceive the End your Lordſhip pro- 
feſſes to aim at, may be effectually ſecur d with- 
out it? The preventing or removing unneceſ- 
ſary Scruples in the Minds of ſincere Chriſti- 
ans, may, I think, be ſufficiently r for, 
conſiſtent with St. Paul's Advice, of ju — i 
and condemning ourſelves that we be not judg 
or condemned by our God. 

Nay, I conceive that this Examination, re- 
quir'd by St. Paul, may be ſufficiently eaſy and 
expeditious, and no ſincere Chriſtian unnecef- 
ſarily deterr'd at any Time from partaking of 
the Lord's Supper, even upon a Surprize, if 
he judge or examine himſelf as to theſe few 
Particulars, which * an honeſt ſincere Mind 
may $ any Time be done in a very ſhort Time, 
VIZ | 
f 1 hether (as your Lordſhip ſpeaks) he 
be ſeriouſly diſpos'd with Reverence to com- 
memorate Chriſt's Death, with Faith in him as 
lent by God, and Thankfulneſs to God for ſend- 
ing him. | 

2dly. Whether he ſincerely, in his judgment, | 
condemn and hate all known Sin in the general, 
and all the Sins he is moſt liable to, as * 
tive of his own temporal and eternal Happineſs, 
and offenſive to his gracious God. | 

3dly. Whether he be at that Time enga d 
and holding on in any one vicious Habit or ſin- 
ful Courſe of Life. 
If he doth not condemn all Sin in the gene- 
ral, and all his own Sins whatſoever they be; 
and if he do not ſo far effectually condemn them 
as not to be engag'd, and allow himſelf at that, 

2 8 Time 
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Time in any one ſinful Courſe of Life, he can- 
not poſſibly be ſaid to judge and condemn him- 
fell, upon this ſolemn Occaſion, ſo as that he 
may avoid being judg'd and condemn'd by the 


And what honeſt ſincere Chriſtian, tho' of 
ſmall Capacity, may not, with very little In- 
ſtruction, at any Time, upon very little Notice, 
thus far examine, judge, and condemn himſelf? 
And having ſo done, have a well-grounded | 
Confidence, from the Veracity of God, that 
he will not be judg'd and punifh'd by the Lord, 
and all Scruples or Perplexities, as to being duly 
prepar'd, may probably be prevented or re- 

But here, my Lord, your wil ful habitual Sinner 
may deſire to know upon what Ground it is made 

a neceſſary Part of examining or judging our 

ſelves, that we conſider whether we be engag'd 

and allow ourſelves in any vicious Courſe or 

{inful Habit? I anſwer. in your Lordſhip's 
Words (p. 98.) That we can never remember 

Chrift as our Lord and Maſter at his Table; that 

is, we can never duly partake of the Lord's 
Supper without a due Senſe of our paſt Sins, and 

@ Reſolution of behaving ourſelves as Chriſt's Diſ-* 

ciples. Now we can never be ſaid to have a due 

Senſe of our Sins while we are engag'd and 

holding on in any one Habit or Courſe of F 

known Sin; otherwiſe the moſt wicked and ha- 

bitual Sinner on Earth may go on in his Sins 
to the End of his Life, and every Lord's Day 
come duly prepared to the Lord's Supper, pro- 
vided he in his Judgment condemn his Sins, 
which Numbers of wicked Men do. No; to 
allow ourſelves in any one vicious Habit of 
known Sin, is, in the Nature of the Thing, 
evidently inconſi ſtent with à due Senſe of our” 
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| paſt & ins, and therefore it is inconſiſtent with a | 


due Remembrance of Chriſt, at his Table, as 
aur Lord and Maſ fer: io es Rell 
If it be askd how we ſhall know whether 

we allow ourſelyes in any one Habit of known 


Sin? I anſwer; every Man that examines. hrs 


Life at all may eaſily tell whether he hone/th 


and fucerely ſtrives againſt, and makes Uſe of 
the Means that are neceſſary to get rid of, all 


his known Sins; if he be conſeious that he B 
neſtly and fincerely. thus ſtrive againſt them, 
he may then be aſſured, although he do fall at 
Times into Sin, and thoſe ſometimes that are wil 
ful, that he dath not a//ow bimſelf in any known - 
finful Courſe of Life, and conſequently that he 
may duly partake of the Lord's Suppe. 
Thus any bone Man, even of the loweſt: 
Talents, may in aſhort Time examiue and judge: 


| himſelf, in order to know whether he be duly — 


prepar'd for the partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
per; and thus no ſincere Chriſtian need be un- 
reaſonably deterr'd from partaking of it ax 
N Times, and all groundleſs Scruples and 
erplexities about due Preparation be prevent? 
ed or remov'd, without going ſach Lengths 
" 2” Lordſhip has gone to ſecure that 
But my Lord, give me leave, to ſuggeſt 
from St. Paul's expreſs Words, ſomething: of 
Importance, that is evidently contained in 
the Nature of the Sacrament. of the Lord's 
Supper, which I think ought not to be 
pats'd by unobſery/'d by your Lordſhip: or by 
me upon this Subject. St. Paul has told us 
(1. Cor?” 124! 4 ) THAT AS OFTEN AS 


WE EAT THAT BREAD AND DRINK: © 


THAT CUP WWE DO. SHEW THE LORDsSs|\ 
DEATH TILL HE COME, * Fg 
T0 en This 
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This I humbly conceive, is a plain Intimati- 
on of that, which, with a little Attention, we 
all evidently find to be contained in the Na- 
ture of the Lord's Supper, (viz.) That it isnot on- 
| ly barely commemorative but alſo demonſtrative | 
of the Death of Chriſt; it is anevident Proof to | 
us (who live at the Diſtance of above 1500 | 
; Years) as well as to all Poſterity till our Lord 
ſhall again come, of our Lord's Death, as well 
AS of all the Wonders which in and by him 
were wrought for our Sakes. A Proof which 
a great Genius of the laſt Century ſent in a Let- 
ter to a Deiſt; a Proof that all the Legions of 
Infidels who deny the Lord who bought them, 
and ſo abound in theſe our Days, will never be 
able to get over. This, I truſt, will evidently 
1 appear to any unprejudic'd Mind, that will at- 
| rentively conſider the following Particulars. 
| Firſt, That in order to prove to Poſterity the 
| Truth of any Matter of Fact, (As that ſuch 
| and ſuch Actions were really perform'd by any 
particular Perſon,) theſe three things only are 
neceſſary and abundantly ſufficient for Convic- 
| tion. | Þ 
| Firſt, That ſome Ordinance or folemn Cere- 
t | mony be inſtituted in Memory of ſuch Perſon 
and the Actions performed by him. pl 
' Secondly, That it be the Nature and Eſſence 
| of this Ordinance that it be from time to time 
Conſtantly repeated in Commemoration of ſuch 
{ _ Perſon and the Actions performed by him. 
{| © Thirdly, That it be of the Nature of this 
| Ordinance and eſſential to it, that it be con- 
ſtantly celebrated from THE Time in which 
ſuch Actions were performed. by ſuch Perſon ; 
and that it do not commenceat any conſiderable 
Diſtance of Time from the Performance of ſuch 


Actions. 


Any ; 
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Any Ordinance in which theſe Conditions . 
concur will ever be found to be an evident Proof 
to all Poſterity, that ſuch Actions were really 
performed, as commemorated. Thus the Fews 
can prove at this 8 with the fulleſt Evidence 
(that human Underſtanding can in ſuch Caſe 
require) the Truth and Reality of that Wonder 
by which all the firſt- born ot the Egyptians were 
deſtroy'd in one Night; they can prove it by 
their Paſſover, which to this Day at ſett times 
they conſtantly repeat and celebrate in Com- 
memoration of that Wonder. 
For, it was an Ordinance principally inſtitu- 
ted for the preſerving the Memory of that Pu- 
niſnment inflicted on the Egyptians. pc 
It was alſo of the Eſſence of this Ordinance, 
that it ſhould be repeated conſtantly from time 
to time in Commemoration of that Wonder; 
And 5 
Laſtly, It was nt to this Ordinance, 
That it ſhould be conſtantly celebrated from the 
very time in which this Wonder was perform*d? 
And thus alſo by the Ordinance calleds. the) 


* Lord's-ſupper, Chriſtians have the fulleſt Con- 


viction of the Death and Sufferings of the blet- 
ſed Jeſus, (that human underſtanding can in ſuch 


f Caſe require) and of all the Wonders which by 


him were wrought for our Sakes; we I ſay who 
live Seventeen hundred Vears from the time in 
which thoſe Wonders were perform Cc. 

For here is an Ordinance inſtituted in Remem- 
brance of the bleſſed Jeſus, in Remembrance of 
him, his Death and Sufferings, and all the Wonders 
which in and by him were wrought. It is eſſential 
to it, that it ſhould conſtantly from time to time 
be repeated for that End, (viz) In Remembrance 
of him; and it is alſo of The Eſſence of it, that it 
ould commence from the very time of the 
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Z 
Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt and the working of 
the W otiders which he wrought, © © 
Nov it muit have been celebrated by the Eye- 
witneſſes of the Works and Sufferings of Jeſus 
Chriſt, or not; if it was obſerv d and celebrated by 
reat Numbers of Perſons who were Eye-wit- 
neſſes of thote Sufferings and Wonders, thenthe 
Truth and Reality of thote Sufferings and Won- j 
ders will follow; but it muſt neceſſarily have 
commenc'd and been celebrated by ſuch or it ne- 
ver could have pofiibly commene'd at all. * 
For if any one ſuppofe it to have been a Scheme 
invented and contriv'd by Impoſtors, and con- 
uently that the Celebration of this Rite com- 
menc'd at a time when no Eye - witneſſes of 
the Facts commemorated could be produc'd, the 
Caſe would then ſtand thus; (viz.) A Sett of 
© Villains go about and tell the World that je- 
© ſus Chriſt had at ſuch a time appear'd in the 
c World, and — and wrought, and ſuffered 
* ſuch and fuck Things for our Sakes; they ſay 
© that a folemn Rite was inftituted by the ſame 
& Jeſus in Remembrance of all thoſe Things; 
© they affirm that he had commanded his Difci- 
© ples that this Rite ſhould conſtantly becelebra- 
© ted from the very time of his Sufferings and 
© Death, and accordingly they maintain that it 
© was Conſtantly obſerved by thoſe who were 
© Eye-witneftes of thoſe Wonders in Remem- 
© brance ef them; that from thoſe Eye-wit-- 
& nefſes ir had been regularly rranſmitted (thro” 
© ſo: many Years or Ages) to their Times, and 
© accordingly that it had been conftantly per- 
© form'd in Remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt by 
Numbers of Men then alive, and to be pro- 
& duced.* I fay it muſt of Neceſſity have 
commenced at the Time when thoſe Wonders 
were wrought, or this muſt neceſſarily be the 


Caſe z 


5 


Jeſus did and ſuffer'd for our Sakes. 


Yo 
Caſe; but it is abſolutely impoſſible that this 
thou'd ever be the Caſe ; for how ſhou'd ſuch 
a monſtrous, barefac'd, . fooliſh Falſhood take 
place, and impoſe upon Mankind? a Falſhood 


Jo groſs as to. affirm. that Thouſands of Men a- 


live and every where, to be met. with, had 
(during their whole Lives, as their Fathers had 
done before them) celebrated ſuch a. Rite in 


| Fee bra der of ſuch things ;. when not one 


wndred or perhaps not ten Men | cou'd be 
found wicked enough to ſay they and their 
Fathers had ever done it, and to witneſs. 
to an. Impoſture ſo ſilly and flagrant, that 
neceſſarily, at firſt View, confutes itſelt. 
This Side of the Caſe therefore, that ſuppo- 
ſes that the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
was inſtituted and contriv'd by Impoſtors in Me- 
mory of Facts of which no Eye - witneſſes cou'd 
ever be produced, being abſurd and impoſſihle 

it neceſſarily follows, that the other Side muſt 


be true, (via.) That this Ordinance, did cm- 
mence from the very TIxE in which thoſe, 
Events, it commemorates, were really tranſacted, 


and conſequently the Lord's Supper is a Demon- 


rative Proof of all thoſe Events it commemo- 


rates, ot all thoſe Wonders which the Bleſſed 


f it thou'd be asked what this Argument 


* - 


* 
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has to do with your Lordſhip's Book? I an- 


ſwer, Firſt, that as your Lordſhip's Book makes 
this Important Ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
meerly commemorative z it was my Buſineſs to 
ſhew that it is more; this I truſt I have done 
in ſeveral Inſtances and particularly in this, I 
have ſhewn that it is demonſtrative of the Death 
of Chriſt, his Reſurrection, Cc. ;: 4s - 
N boat; WM 1 Tour 
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"HO bn 
Your Lordfhip's Book has alſo redu- 
ced this ſacred Rite below the Level of ſome 
Duties, and has declar'd the Jeaft. of Chriſt's 


Commandments to be of as much Importance 


as it; I thought it my Duty to give it all the 
Weight which the Nature of it admits of; and 
this I think is effectually done by ſhewing that 

it is Demonſtrative of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion. And as Deiſhy exceedingly abounde in 
theſe our Days, to put them in Mind of one 
ſhort and ſtrong Proof of the Truth of the 


- Chriſtian Religion, was a Motive additional 


to mention. the argument which I have here 
ſet forth. # I 
Thus I truſt, my Lord, I have ſhewn that 
the Lord's Supper is, in ſeveral Inftances, more 
than meerly Commemorative; and upon the whole 
IT humbly recommend it to your Lordſhip's 
Confideration, whether your reducing this 


ſolemn Ordinance of God ſo low as your af- 


firming, that there is nothing Myſterious in it, 
doth z Whether your a other preparation 
for it neceſſary, even in a WILFUL HABITTUAI. 
SINNER, but a ſerious and devout Remembrance 
of Chriſt's Death; whether your maintain- 
ing that there is 20 Aſiſtance of God's 


" Spirit promis'd to go along with the due. 


Celebration of this holy Ordinance, nor any o- 
ther Benefit but what attends the Performance 
of any Duty whatſoever; Whether this be a 
proper and ſufficient Di/cerning of the Lord's Bo- 
dy, I leave to your ſerious and more mature 
Reflection. 5 n ͤ Waker . 
Conſider, my Lord, whether theſe your Doc- 
trines, muſt not be Matter of Triumph to Pa- 
pifts and Infidels of every ſort; I join them to- 
gether, becauſe I am fully perſuaded that they 
Arc 
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are join'd in the Nature of things; and that 


the cauſe of Popery and Nfidelity, (at leaſt with 
regard to us) are very nearly ally'd, if not one and 
the ſame. Sheng e 7 5 | 

I am bound in Charity, my Lord, to believe 
that you intended your Book, againſt what you 
are pleas'd to think too like Popery in the Doc- 
trine of the Church of England. 

But I beſeech you calmly and impartially to 
conſider whether this Proceeding of your Lord- 
ſhip's do not too much favour the Work. 
which Papiſts and Feſuits have long labour'd 
with great Induſtry, and in a great degree have 
effected among us, (viz.) That ſince we have 
departed from them, we ſhou'd be drove to the 
oppoſite Extream, that when we have wan» 
der'd the Circle round we may come back to 
them again. | Gs 
. Popery and Superſtition, you will allow my 
Lord, is, in the Scale of Religion, one Ex- 
tream, and Infidelity the other; they differ on- 
ly, as the firſt and laſt point of a Circle; they _ 
at laſt meet and moſt amicably unite; like the 
Extremes alſo of Heat and Cold they wonder- 
fully agree in their Effects. 3 

The Policy of Rome well knows how very apt 
Men are, when they fly from one extreme, to run 
into the other. Upon this principle therefore they 
have manifeſtly gone, ever ſince we left them; 
knowing our Tendency that way, they have 
help' d it all they cou'd, by driving us, by all means 
poſſible, to the extreme of Infidelity. In or- 
der to this, it is notorious that they have been 
the principal Authors of the many Sects that 
have appear'd in England, and there is no room 
to doubt, that they are at the bottom of 

the Infidelity which 1. much rages among us, 
8 533 .or 
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or that they foment it to the utmoſt, They carry us 
as far as they can toward the Extreme of Infide- 
lity only that, like a Pendulum, we may return 
with the greater force to Popery and Superſti- 
lion. 58 e e Ee 

It being long ſince notorious from unqueſ- 
tionable "Teſtimony, that in their Seminarics a- 
broad for the weakning and deſtroying the 
Proteſtant Religion, their Youth are train'd up 
in their Schools, in the Defence of any mon- 
ſtrous Opinions which their particular Genius- 


| moſt diſpoſes them to defend; and when they 


are found equal to the Work, they are ſent,” 
by the Command of their Superiors, to ſowW 


their Tares among Proteſtants according to the 


Nature of the reſpective Soils. 25 
Nor am! ſingular in the Opinion that Infi- 


delity has taken its Riſe from Popery, and is pro- 


Pagared among us by Jeſuits; the great Arch- 
iſhop Tillotſon long ſince maintain'd it; and 
the Confeſſion of Vanini at the Stake is no in- 
conſiderable Confirmation of what the Arch- 


biſhop advanc'd. 


I think it muſt give no ſmall Weight to 
what I have here ſuggeſted concerning Popery - 
being at the Bottom of Infidelity, that the 
Grand Repreſentative of. all Inſidels, in his Work 
call'd Chriſtianity as Old as the Creation, ſome- 
times {peaks with no {mall Regards for Popery 


particularly (p. 212.) he exprefly puts Faith 


in the Pope and Faith in St. Pezer upon the 
fame Footing, and gives us hints that if 
we don't believe in his Succefſors, we can't pre- 
tend 'to believe in the Apoſtle. In a Word 
Proteſtants with him are more than once 
declar'd to be a very abſtrd ſet of Peo- 
ple, and that the Papiſis are the only conjif< - 
tent Chrijtians z that there is no Medium be- 

3 tween 


SY 


tween Popery and Deiſm, and conſequently i: 
we mult be either Papiſts or Deiſts. 

God forbid, my Lord, that your Book ſhou'd 
in any ſort favour this Work of theirs, but be 
aſſur'd that they are much delighted with it; 
the Church of Eugland, my Lord, has long 
been thought to be in a happy Mean (where 
Truth al way lies between the contradicting Ex- 
tremes) againſt which no Errors of any dan- 
gerous Tendency have with any Colour been 
prov'd. For God- ſake my Lord, let us reſt as 
near this middle Point of Tr uth and Peace as 
we can, or the Conſequence is inevitable, we 
ſhall ever be in the extreme either of Super- 
ſtition or of Infidelity. = 

Can we do better while no Abſurdities of 

ernicious Tendency can be prov'd againſt us? 
E e it was far from your Intentions, but 
N (my Lord) your Book has a ſtrong 
Tendency to diſturb this bleſſed Peace, and to 
ſend us to the one or t' other Extreme. This at 
leaſt is moſt evident, that, to our great Amaze- 
ment, you have wonderfully carry d on the very: 
ſame Work which the Jeſu its in their Writings 
of Caſuiſtry have been fully proved effectually 
to have done, (vig.) The accomodating the 
Commands of God to the Vices of Men, and 
the rendring them eaſy and compliant to the 
Conduct of the moſt Wilful and Habitual Sin- 
ners. It grieves me, my Lord, to lay this Im- 
putation on any thing that comes from you; 
nothing but the Force of important TOO 
cou'd extort it from me. 

Lay your hand upon your Heart, my 1 
and ask it, as in the Preſence of the all- A 
God, whether your wilful Habitual Sinner has 
not too much Encouragement from you to come 

pre, to the Lord's Table? can he 
come 


„ 
come thither agreeably to what St. Paul com- 
mands, without examining and judging him- 
ſelf on Account of his Sins? no certainly; 
how then comes it to paſs, that he can plead 
fo conſiderable an Authority as your Lord- 
thip's, for the contrary Doctrine: Have 
you not affirm'd, (p. 93.) That to condemn all 
our Deviations from God's Laws, and to ac» 
knowledge our Obligations to live as the Diſ- 
aiples of Chrift, 7s not abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Performance of the Duty ? wy 
What a handle doth your Lordſhip here give 
to thoſe Sinners who partake of the Lord's 
Supper, not to ſave their Souls, but to fave their 
: Places? how are all the Wicked encouraged to 
1 come with all their Sins about them ancondemn d, 
when they are told by one ſo diſtinguiſh'd as 
1 your Lordſhip is by your Station and Reputati- 
on for Maſtery in Reaſoning, that they are not 
upon that Occaſion neceſſarily ablig'd to con- 
demn them? how neceflarily muſt this encou- 
rage them to go on in their Crimes? and do 
they, my Lord, as Matters ftand, need ſuch 
Encouragement? ask your Heart, my Lord, 
what Authority you have from ſacred Scripture 
for ſuch a Procedure as this? ask it, whether this 
be agreeable to what St. Paul commands, 
(1. Cor. 1 1. 31.) when herequiresallChriſtiansup- 
on coming to the Lord's Table to Fudge themſelves, 
that they be not judged of the Lord; that is to 
accuſe and condemn themſelves and their Sins, 
that they be not condemn'd by the Judge 
of the World. Nay, you may ask your elf, 
my Lord, whether this your Doctrine be not 
directly oppoſite and contradictory to St. Paul's 
Command? For I appeal to every ſincere Chriſ- 
tian, whether St. Paul don't here ſay, that u 


on our coming to the Lord's Table it is abſo- 
lutely 


An]. 
lutely requiſite that we examine and condemn 
our — whilſt your Lordſhip ſaith, (p. 939 
that upon this Occaſion, it is not abſolutely 
neceſſary that we condemn then. 

But your Lordſhip will perhaps ay, that, 
when you maintain, that it is not abſolutely. 
neceſſary to the Performance of the Duty that 


. 


woe ſhou'd condemn all our Deviations from the 


Laws of God, your meaning is, that it is not 
abſolutely neceſlary that every particular Sin be 
remember'd and condemn'd; but no one can 
imagine that one of your Lordihip's Penetrati- 
on, cou'd deliver, as a very Important Doctrine, 
a Propoſition next to a Truiſm, (viz.) that a 
Man cannot be oblig'd to recollect all his Sins, 
a thing that is impoſſible. | Te . 
But if your Lordſhip ſhould inſiſt that a Point 
ſo trifling, was your Meaning, yet even this 
will never free you from the Imputation of 
contradicting yourſelf; for in the ſame Place 
(p. 93.) you affirm, that to acknowledge. our Ob- 
ligations to live as becomes the Diſciples of Chriſt 
is among the things not abſolutely neceſſary to the 
due Performance of the Duty, whereas (p. 98.) 
you ſay, that without a due Senſe of our paſt 
Sins and a Reſolution of behaving ourſelves as 
Chriſt's Diſciples, we can never remember him 
at his Table as our Lord and Maſter. 
But - will inſiſt, my Lord, that you have 
not ſaid, that the condemning all our Deviations 
From the Laws of God and the acknowledging . our 
Obligations to live as his Diſciples are Employ- 
ments not abſolutely neceſſary to the Performance of 
the Duty. Butif the Meaning of the Seventeenth 
Propoſition is to be taken from your Comment 
upon it, this Doctrine will evidently there be 
found. For there you ſay that the Performance 
of the Duty in a Manner nat_unworthy of or un- 
Hee» | fſlumitable 
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ſuitable to it is the great Point neceſſarily to be re- 
garded, whilſt the Employments mention'd in 
the Propoſition are only ſaid: 20 be proper and a- 
grecable to this Inſtitution, and are manifeſtly en- 
larg'd upon in the Comment under the Name 
of things not abſolutely neceſſary to the Penform- 
ance of the Duty. If your Lordſhip look'd 
upon them as abſolutely neceſſary to the due 
partaking of the Lord's Supper, you. cou'd 
not avoid faying ſo in this Place, where you 


.. are diſtinguiſhing between Things that are pro- 
per and agreeable to the Inſtitution, and thoſe 


that are abſolutely neceſſary z and if you thought 
them abſolutely necefſary you cou'd never in 
this Place call them, as you do, only very pro- 
per and agreeable to the Iuſtitution. Hay 
- Upon the whole I find it to be clearly the 
Opinionof all J have heard ſpeak of your Lord- 


ſhip's Book, that the only Preparation 


you wou'd: make abſolutely. neceſſary to the 
due partaking of the Lord's Supper, 1s, that 
the Communicant come ſeriouſly anddeyoutly 
diſpoſed to commemorate the Death of our Sa- 


ws Cm. .-:; | 


What the mighty Benefits are which your 


Lordſhip has ſecured to Mankind by this your, 


till now unheard of Doctrine, I am at a loſs to 
conceive; the Miſchiefs that muſt neceſſarily 
enſue are but too obvious and evident. 
Your Loreſhip propoſes indeed to free Man- 
kind from Fears and Scruples, which you are 


age to think groundleſs; but whilit St. Paul 


y the Spirit of God has made judging and ex- 
amining ourſelves, abſolutely | neceſſary to the 
W ork of partaking ot the Lord's Supper, that 
we be not judged and puniſhed of the Lora, 
your Lordſhip's Doctrine oppoſite to that of 
St. Paul, (viz.) That condemning our en 
. : an 


If indeed your Lordſhip's Authority .ſhou'd 


and to acknowle 
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and examining our State with regard to God's 
Laws is not neceſſary. to it, will never ſettle 


. 
18 


prevail againſt St. Paul's, it may perhaps pre- 


vent Scruples in thoſe who never had any; it 

may ebolden thoſe who were before too bold 
and harden the wilful Habitual Sinner who is 
already too hard; but for honeſt well-diſpos'd 
Chriſtians, *that have a careful Senſe. of Duty, 
and are moſt liable to Scruples, your Lordſhip, 


I fear, has taken care that they ſhall. be diſ- 


turb'd more than ever by a Doctrine till now 
never heard of among Chriſtiansz diſturb'd by 


being told, in different Pages of the ſame 


Book, that to have a due Senſe of their Sins, 
dge their Obligations to live 
as the Diſciples of Chriſt, is neceſſary and not 
neceſſary to the due partaking of the Sacrament. 
of the Lord's Supper. „% wi ae 

Diſturb'd, to hear from a Biſhop of the 
Chriſtian Church what was never heard before 
for ſeventeen hundred Vears (viz.) That there 
are no more Advantages to be had from a due 
partaking of the I. ord's Supper, than what at- 


tends the Obſervance of any one Command of 


Chriſt whatſoever; not as much as you allow - 
attends the Performance of the Duty of Pray- 
er, for you acknowledge the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God to be promis'd to that. Not as 
much as is, I think, allow'd, by all, to go a- 
long with another Duty of meer poſitive In- 


ſtitution, I mean Confirmation or Impoſition 


of Hands. I fay allow'd by all, for I never 
read or heard of a Chriſtian Writer who did 
not allow of that, as grounded on the Word 
of God; and particularly your Lordſhip's 


Friend, the great Dr. Clark allows it, antl his 


E Teſtimony 
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ſtand, in the Place of a thouſand. 
The Doctor ina Freatiſe he wrote on the 
Subject of Confirmation faith, (p. 83, That as 
ati\ Baptiſm we are admitted into the Church of 
God and have a Title to the Graces and Aſſiſtance 
of the boly Spirit, ſo at Confirmation (he ſaith) this 
Crace is ſealed and afſured to us by the external 
gn of Impoſition of Hands; and accordingly 
he goes on requiring thoſe who prepare for Con- 
Frmation to be ſure to come with earneſt Deſires 
gud alonging Soul, with a firm Faith and well- 
affured Hope, with a pure Heart and a Mind pre- 
par d for the Reception of the holy Ghoſt, and then 
he aſſures them, that God will not fail to pour 
down upon them the Abundance of bis Grace, tq 
give them Strength thence forward to overcome 
both the inward Corruption of their Nature and 


| . 
Teſtimony may 115 with your Lordſhip 


* 
7 
* . 


the outward Temptation of the World, the Fleſh 


aud the Devil. | 18 oy 
This, my Lord, is primitive, this is truly 


apoſtolical Chriſtianity and I would to God 


your Lordſhip had happened to think and (pes 
thus, with this your juſtly admir'd Friend, 9 


che Sacrament of the Lord's Supperz for in 
the 4th. Vol. of his Sermons, (p. 108.) He 


expreſly affirms, that as by Baptiſm we are ad- 


mitted into the Society of Chriſtians and made 
Members of the myftical Body of Chriſt, ſo, 
by duly partaking of the Lord's Supper, we are 
confirmed and ęſtabliſhed in that State, and 
RECEIVE SPIRITUAL NOURISHMENT AS MEM- 
BERS UNITED TO THE HEAD; and I can't but 
put your Lordſhip here in Mind of what your 
Friend faith inanother Place (in his Treatiſe of 
Confirmation) '(viz.) that there is nothing more. 
pernicious to the Souls of Men than an Opinion, 
of the Uncertainty of the Grace of God, AND; 
c þ Ole le ls ITS 
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ITS NOT BEING ANNEXED CONSTANTLY. T0 
THE Usz or Means, | 
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' For here, thy Lord, I think, I may with 
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3 


great Truth maintain, that y j have given in- 


to the very thing ſo rematkably condemnꝰd and 


nn 


This, my Lord, I think, is, moſt evidently, 
the rendering us uncertain. as to the Grace of 
God and its being conſtantly annexed to. the 
Uſe of Means, which, in the Judgment of the 
great Dr. Clark, is an Opinion as pernicious to 
_ the Souls of Men, as any other. whatſoever. _ 

If your Lordſhip ſhou'd ask to what Purpoſe, 
I have here produced the Teſtimony of Doctor 
Clark, I anſwer ; I produce it, becauſe. I am 
ſure it will weigh more with you, than the 
Authority of any meer c bb ever was in 
the World; nay perhaps more than the Teſti- 
mony of the whole Chriſtian. Church, from 
St. Ignatius's Time to this Day; and as there 
are very many with whom the Judgment of 
this truly great Man has much Weight, I was 
deſirous that they ſhou'd know, that he did 
5 E 2 not 
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Part IN THE CHRISTIAN CoygnANT. 


his Reaſon or 4 aca 


(35) 


Aot think with your Lordſhip in theſe Mat- 
ters z that if he were alive Fol wou'd; blame 
our 06. ew ſuch lengths, and your old Friend 
you'd probably be found among thoſe. who 
ond ble oppoſe the {preading, of your 
unheard of Doctrines. | 
For I can tell your Lordſhip another Point 


| Jebated in your Book, in which he entirely 


differs from you, vis. Whether the partaking 
of the Lord's Supper be a Renewal ol the new 
Covenant between God and Man? In his Ex- 
2 of the Church Catechiſm, (p. 169) 
expreſly maintains, Tat the true and real 


Beneſſis of Men's worthily receiving the Sacra- 
ment” of the Lord's Supper, are of a. moral and 
religious Nature ; by doing this conſtantly and der 


wourly' in Remembrance of Chriſt, and ſbewing 
forth" the Lord's Death till be come, WE RE 
"NEW AND CONFIRM CONTINUALL.Y, OUR OWN 
And 
in his 4th, Vol. of his Sermons, (p. 145.) he 
faith, That our doing this in Remembrance of 


Cbrift, implies on our Part A CONFIRMING. OF 


pur CovExNANT WITH Gop, a thankful Ac- 
ceptance of thoſe Conditions of Pardon he has of. 
fered us in the Goſpel, and an acknowledging and 
Tenewing bur Obligations to obey him; This Cup, 
faith our Saviour, 7s the new Teftament, or (as 
the Word equally / ignifies) the new r in 
My Blood. © | 

"Af here I can't. but ſay that it was with ſin, 
gular Pleaſure J found that I had the Hap 
neſs to agree in Sentiment with this great 
and for the very fame Reaſon which he 
for his Opinion, and that before I knew 
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e 13 355 
Phus far. I had gone, when my Bookſeller 


"ent me a printed Letter, ſuppoſed to c me 
from a very learned and ingenious Hand, direct. 


ed to the Author of 4 Plain Account, &c. All 


I ſhall ſay, is, that with regard to the Points 
in which I am ſo unfortunate as to differ from 
your Lordſhip, I find I am ſo happy as to a- 
gree with him, and J ſhall be ever proud of a- 
greeing with him. 5 | : 
Upon a careful Review of. this Letter, I ſin- 
cerely profeſs that J have done what was in my 
Power to diſcover the true Meaning of what 
your Lordſhip has wrote, and that I have faith- 
fully endeavoured fairly to repreſent that which 
I rake to be your Senſe; I have in no inſtance 


allow'd my felf to ſuggeſt Suſpicions and Sur- 
"mites, but nr Gone in every TIE upon your 


own expreſs Words. Whether I have reaſon'd 
from them fairy and concluſively, I leave to 
the Judgment of every ſincere agd real Chri- 
| 7609 nf .1.cr 1.4 as 

If I have in any Inſtance, contrary to my 
Intention, departed from the true Chriſtian * 


| Spirit, in which every Diſpute, but eſpecially 


thoſe of this Sort, ought to be catry'd on; or 
from that Decency and good Manners which 
ſhou'd ever be preſerv'd towards thoſe who ate 
in high Station, I here declare my Diſappro- 


| bation of any ſuch Paſſage, and that I wou'd 


ſtrike it out if I were conſcious of any ſuch. 

I- ſhall conclude beſeeching you to join in 
praying for the Peace of our Jeruſalem ; that 
Peace may be within her Walls, aud that they 
may proſper. that love hen; that God, in his Mer- 


cy, may, in this Time of Danger, look down from 


Heaven, behold and viſit the Vine that he has 
planted, that the wild Boar out of the Mood 
1 may 
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#5 that hs may nd bur + 4 Light and bis Trutb, 
that they may lead ns and bring ns all unto his 
bly. Hill, and to bis Dwelling, fo F the Merits 4 
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e My Lord, | 
1 Your fincere warme 


714 : | ie 


[900 6077 2 727 And humble Servant.” 


pAge 5. 1. 10. r. In your 17th. er. arid 
your Comment cher con- i i 
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MV. B. That the Edition of The Plain Ar- 
au, &. refer'd to in theſe Remarks, is that 
ien Was Printed 1 in Dublin. 35 
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